
VillageofThomaston

From: OliviaPinsley <opinsley@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, February 29, 202411:55AM
To: VillageofThomaston
Subject: Landmark Request

Categories: Landmark 2024

Pursuant toSection 120oftheVillage ofThomaston Village Code, Irequest thatthebelow property bedesignated asa
landmark:  

Name: Korean United Methodist Church ofGreat Neck
Owner: Trustees ofKorean United Methodist Church ofNewYork
Address: 715Northern Boulevard
Built: c. 1872
Architect: Mundell & Teckritz
Alterations: Church building rebuilt in1951toadesign byThomas M. Bell

Great Neck’sKorean United Methodist Church traces itsroots totheefforts ofJoseph Spinney, anaffluent export
merchant wholivedonEastShore Road. Spinney, asalocal resident, spurned theeffort tocreate thefirstMethodist- 
Episcopal church ontheGreat Neck Peninsula. Hepurchased aportion oftheproperty ofBenjamin Wood atthetopof
North Hempstead Turnpike andhadMundell & Teckritz ofBrooklyn design aworshiping hallwhich wasbuiltbyJ. S.  
Carpenter ofGreat Neck intheVictorian Revival styleatacostof $21,000. Hedonated thefunds forthechurch, parish
house, andparsonage forthecongregation. Spinney would remain aprincipal benefactor ofthechurch, underwriting their
major events andbequeathing $3,000inhiswill tothegroup.  

Under thedirection ofJohnPilkington, therewere50active members. Adecade later, asthecongregation grew
withtheincreased populations ofNorth Hempstead, aparish hallwasalsobuiltwithgreat fanfare in1881. Local residents
liketheSkidmore andWarren families contributed, aswellasBloodgood Cutter whowroteapoem justfortheoccasion.  
TheSunday school insideoftheparish house reached amembership of175people initsfirstyear. In1892, anorganwas
installed through theefforts ofEthel Henderson Newbold. Their benefactors included theBarnes, Woolsey, Treadwell,  
andMason families ofsignificant Great Neck localacclaim.  

Pilkington wassucceeded byWilliam C. Bennett asMinister oftheGreat Neck Methodist Episcopal Church. The
ministry undertook anambitious expansion planin1945 for $100,000toremodel thesanctuary, create achoir room, and
establish aminister’sstudy. They alsoheldanursery withmultiple classrooms foryouth religious instruction. In1948,  
tragedy struck when themain church hallwasdestroyed byafirecaused byashortcircuit from anoilburner. Atthetime,  
itwasthesecond-oldest church inGreatNeck.   

Areplacement church hallwasdesigned in1951byThomas M. Bellwhohadhisoffices at101ParkAvenue in
NewYorkCity. Itwaspurposely deferential totheexisting parish house nextdoorandtheearlier church which waslost.  
Itislikely that theparishioners andclergy desired anewbuilding which invoked theiroriginal structure thathadbeen lost.  
Thespire, nowinaverdigris blue, echoes thatoftheoriginal church.   

Thearchitect ofthesecond church building, Thomas M. Bell, wasknown forecclesiastical workwiththe
Episopcal andMethodist denominations. Hespent mostofhiscareer inthearchitectural officeofHobart Upjohn whowas
thegrandson offamed architect Richard Upjohn, whospecialized inreligious buildings. AfterUpjohn retired inthe
1940’sasconsulting architect fortheeminent Trinity Church ofNewYorkCity, Bellbegan toriseinprominence within
thearchitectural fieldasago-topractitioner foranynewconstruction oralteration ofreligious buildings. Someofhis
work inNewYorkCityincluded 2Oliver Street, 399Greenwich Street, St. Luke’sintheFields School, St. Thomas
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Church Choir School, andnumerous restoration campaigns forTrinity Church inLower Manhattan. Outside ofhis
practice, Bellwasamember oftheCivilian Defense Committee oftheNewYorkState Association ofArchitects.  

Today, theKorean Methodist Church remains oneofThomaston’smostprominent andsignificant localsitesof
note. Theparish hallwas restored in2012byShungHoShinArchitect andwassubsequently recognized bytheGreat
NeckHistorical Society asanexemplary construction project. Itremains thelastremaining 19thcentury building along
Northern Blvd. inGreat Neck. Both thechurch hallandparish halldeserve recognition forthecontribution tothe
development ofreligious lifeinThomaston andtheirdesigns bysignificant regional architects.  

Here isalinktotheBiography ofthearchitects, Mundell & Teckritz whichwasprepared byAndrew
Cronson: Biography ofMundell & Teckritz

Biography ofMundell & Teckritz

Here isalinktoPhotos andother relevant documents about theproperty:  
Korean Methodist Church - Google Drive

Korean Methodist Church - Google Drive

Thank youforconsidering thisrequest todesignate theKorean United Methodist Church ofGreat NeckasaVillage of
Thomaston Landmark.  
OliviaPinsley
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Great!  

Gotit.  

Verywellsaid.  
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